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Purpose
The purpose of the Heard County High School Marching Braves is threefold: provide a meaningful musical experience for the students of Heard County, teach life skills and lessons to our young adults, and to entertain the community. The Marching Braves is a competitive marching band that will continue to strive for excellence through every performance. However, the Marching Braves is an organization that focuses not on trophies and ratings earned at competition but more importantly on the values of teamwork, responsibility, self-respect, self-discipline, and hard work. These values that the members of the Marching Braves learn through participation in this organization will last far longer than their high school career.
Leadership Structure
Drum Major- The drum major is the conductor of the marching band on the field and in the stands and at pep rallies. The drum major is the commander of the entire band and reports directly to the director. Other additional responsibilities are assigned by the band director.

Assistant Drum Major- If we have an assistant drum major, he/she will provide additional conducting when necessary as well as other leadership and clerical duties.
Band Captain- The band captain is the student leader of the band. The band captain represents the highest example of what a marching band student should be. The band captain relays information to section leaders and directs the activities of section leaders. The band captain will be elected at the conclusion of band camp by all non-rookies.
Colorguard Captain- The colorguard captain is the section leader of the visual section. See Section Leader Responsibilities page.
Section Leader- Section leaders are appointed in each section by the band director. It is the responsibility of section leaders to help the members of their section learn their music and drill. Additionally, they will help keep order and may assign some punishments. See Section Leader Responsibilities page.
Drill Captain- Drill captains are responsible for helping set drill in their section and area. They assist their section leader when called upon.
Band Secretary-The secretary is responsible for distributing and collecting papers, forms, newsletters, etc…including papers that need to be “checked” off. The secretary will have a specified place to keep his papers/forms/check off sheets, etc…
Band Treasurer-The treasurer will assist Mrs. Heard and the booster treasurer.
Band Librarian-The librarian will assist Mrs. Heard in copying, distributing, and filing music. 

General Band Rules

1. Be in your assigned place five minutes prior to announced time.
2. Show respect to all directors, instructors, administrators, teachers, band staff, custodians, parents, students and school property at all times. 
3. Cell phones are not allowed at band practice. Leave it with your stuff  in the band room. If you have some kind of emergency reason to have it, clear it with Mrs. Heard.
4. You are not allowed to have cell phones at ball games-except during third quarter.
5. You may not leave band practice or the practice field without checking with the band director. 
6. No eating, drinking, or chewing anything will be permitted during practice-except bottled water.
7. Marching band practice is dismissed by the teacher. 
8. Clean up after yourselves!  

9. Tennis shoes or Sperry’s must be worn at all marching rehearsals.  No skater shoes.
10.  While the weather is hot, you MUST wear shorts. When it gets cooler, pants are fine for band members. Guard will need to be in warm ups or dance type clothes.
11. Public displays of affection are not allowed while on “band time” (on campus or away at performance).

12. It’s not cute, funny or appropriate to talk back, use ugly language or make fun of people.
13. Always conduct yourselves as ladies and gentlemen. I intend to have a band that people respect because you are great in all areas.
14. No horseplay. That means hands and feet to yourself.
15. Your ride must be at the band room to pick you up after rehearsals and performances in a timely manner. All students need to picked up no later than 30 minutes after the conclusion of rehearsals or following the buses arriving home after a performance.
16. Follow all rules in the student handbook.
17. We have a really good reputation. You’re expected to keep it that way. 
How to Wear the Uniform-Rules
· The uniform will be worn in a uniform fashion. (shakos, jackets, bibs, uniform t shirt, Heard County baseball hats only)

· Wear black band shoes, long black socks, uniform gloves.

· When its dangerously hot, we may perform in uniform shorts and t shirts.

· When it gets cold, you can wear a black, white or maroon knit hat under your shako and warm black gloves. 
· Guard will wear a white long sleeved shirt and a white headband when it gets cold.

· Hair will be worn out of your face and under the shako, off your collar. Guys, too.

· Colorguard will wear hair in a uniform way. You may have to purchase some fake hair to make that work. No wild colors.  

· Absolutely no jewelry is allowed for band members.  Drum Major and color guard will have uniform jewelry.

· Excessive makeup will not be allowed in uniform. Guard will wear uniform makeup.
Practice/Rehearsal Rules

· All practice/rehearsals are RAIN or SHINE. It will be announced if practice is cancelled.
· Be in your spot with appropriate materials five minutes before practice begins. We will play the fight song. If you’re not in your spot, you’re late and you owe the band a lap after practice. For each minute late, you owe another.
· Attendance at every rehearsal is required. This is how bands go from good to superior. Mrs. Heard MUST be contacted ahead of time if you have to miss practice for a doctor’s appointment. She will plan practices accordingly. 
· Mrs. Heard will cancel practice when we can afford to take a day off.
· Try to schedule appointments on Mondays.

· Missed practice time may have to be made up.
· Students will not be permitted to leave campus during rehearsal hours.

· If we have a Friday afternoon practice, students may not leave campus.
· Chronic absenteeism will result in dismissal from the band. It’s not fair to everybody else. Regardless of reason.
· The daily practice schedule will be cut back significantly after competition.

· Color Guard may have some extra practices for drill or routine.
· Section leaders may schedule short sectionals if cleared with Mrs. Heard. A lot of good work can get done in a sectional. Both music and marching.

· Wind and percussion players must be in a band class 1st semester.

Performance Rules and Procedures

· Follow all rules for student behavior stated in the student handbook.

· Attendance at every performance is mandatory.

· Students must report to the specified location by the time given to them by the band director

· Performances include but are not limited to ball games (including play-off games), parades, competitions, and pep rallies.

· An absence may result in dismissal from band.
· Students must stay within their own section and assigned spot in the stands.

· Non-band students may not sit with the band in the stands.

· Students will earn the right to have the 3rd quarter off during football games. Students must be in their sections ready to play at 0:00 after the third quarter.
· Students must stay for the entire ball game. 
· Students may ride home with parents after away games or competitions-parents must sign them out with Mrs. Heard or head chaperone before their child is released.
Standards for Behavior on Buses-Rules
1. Follow all band rules and student handbook rules.

2. Chaperones should load before students. Treat all chaperones and adults with respect.
3. Students must ride the same bus to which you are assigned. 

4. Students are not to load the buses until instructed to do so.

5. Buses will load by seniority.
6. Rolls must be checked before the bus moves. Roll will be taken anytime students get on the bus.

7. The bus driver must be treated with respect. Whatever rules individual bus drivers may have are to be followed.

8. Stay in your seat at all times when the bus is moving.

9. Nothing is to ever protrude outside the bus windows (heads, arms, instruments, etc.) nor should any item ever be thrown or dropped out of the window.

10. Normal conversation is appropriate; no shouting or screaming will be permitted. Singing may or may not be permitted depending on the circumstances. Adults will make that choice. Singing with foul language will never be acceptable.

11. No horseplay. This means hands and feet to yourself. No slugging games, guys.
12. No hitting drum sticks on the bus.

13. Ipods will be permitted on away trips and competitions as long as no one hears them besides the person wearing them. 

14. Don’t bring valuables on bus trips. The buses do not lock and the band will not be responsible for any lost or stolen items left on the bus.

15. The band director or chaperones may reassign seats if they deem it necessary.
16. All students are to keep the bus clean at all times. At the end of a trip, every student should check the area around which he/she was sitting, including the floor.

17. Be courteous. Do what the chaperones ask and thank the drivers and chaperones when we return.

18. NO STRONG DEODORANTS, LOTIONS OR PERFUMES ALLOWED ON THE BUS.

CONSEQUENCES for Breaking Band Rules
General consequences for breaking rules may include running laps, doing pushups, cleaning up the band room, standing at attention, marching lines, assigned seat on the bus, staying with an adult, etc… Because the band is so large, student leaders will have the authority to assign some of the punishments. Repeated violations of the rules will not be tolerated and will result in the following with Mrs. Heard:
· Verbal warning
· Consequences are assigned
· Parents are contacted (parent/teacher conference if necessary)

*Due to severity of offense, some consequences may be skipped.
“Group punishments” will be used only when necessary. This should be rare.
Attendance-Rules
Attendance at all practices and performances is required. Band Camp is mandatory. 

Performances are mandatory. The performance schedule is included in this packet. Mark your calendars now. Plan your fall around our schedule. If you’re not willing to do that, don’t  join the marching band.
Excused Absences Are:
· Illness (sick from school)

· Doctor’s appointment –please make appointments for Mondays. And it’s better to miss 4th block than practice.
· Death in the family

· Wedding of Close Family Member-I should know this with plenty of notice.
· Some school activities-these should be discussed with plenty of notice.
Please note that lack of transportation does not excuse you.

Please note that birthdays, vacations, concerts, getting your driver’s license, church trips, and pleasure trips are considered unexcused. You know our schedule, it’s included in this packet. Plan around it or don’t join the band.
Unexcused Absence from Practice
1st Offense- results in parent conference and loss of 3rd quarter privileges for one game
2nd Offense- results in dismissal from the band
If you miss practice because you are in ISS, you have to make up that time to the band. 
Excessive absences may result in dismissal from the band. Regardless of reason.

Unexcused Absence from Performance
May result in loss of band letter, bar, eligibility for awards or dismissal from the band.
Tutoring


Tutoring is available every morning. If the student and teacher feel that additional afternoon tutoring is necessary, Mrs. Heard should be notified by email. The section leader will be notified so that he/she can bring your equipment to the field. Bring a note to practice when you’re done with the time and date on it. Hustle to practice. You will be excused. Passing your classes is important. However, abusing this privilege will not be tolerated.
Leaving a game early


If you are taking the SAT on a Saturday morning, you may check out after half time the night before without any penalty.
Quitting
If a student quits marching band before the season is finished, he/she will not earn any marching band awards nor be allowed to be in marching band the next year. We won’t allow you to let the band down again.
EXCEPTIONS TO RULES
Any exceptions to the rules stated in this handbook will be considered in a conference including the student, parent and directors. If the director or parent requests, an administrator will be present, as well.
Band parents are encouraged to attend band booster meetings.  There is no membership fee and there’s always something you can help out with! The marching band is a great organization with a bunch of great kids. Supporting your child’s participation in band will benefit them for life. Come find out how you can help!

The meetings are generally the first Tuesday of each month.  Check with the website to be sure.  Reminders are sent through emails, as well.

Marching Band Dues-$200
Approximate Itemized List of Fees
$50

Band Camp Fee
$50

Food for four games/banquet food/awards

$25

Dry cleaning

$25

Uniform Rental fee

$25

Drill and music
$15

Bus Drivers/Gas for trailer
$10

Band T-shirt
Additional Fees
$25

Band Shoes (rookies)
$3

Gloves-drummers don’t need these.
$25

Instrument Rental - for people who use school instruments. For maintenance and repair.
Optional Fees

$25

Marching Band Hoodie – with or without your name

$13

Dark grey basketball shorts
Marching Band Dues are non-refundable
Payments can be made at any time through the mail: (checks payable to: HCHS Band Boosters)
HCHS Band Boosters

PO Box 544

Franklin, GA 30217

Or pay by credit card with paypal by going to our website at www.marchingbraves.org.

Payment Schedule
1st payment

$50
due by May 20 (last day of school) 
2nd payment
$50
due by July 1 (or pay at June Jam)
3rd payment

$50
due by August 1 (or pay at Band Camp)
4th payment

$50
due by September 1
· When making payments always indicate WHO the payment is for and WHAT it is for.
· We are totally aware that there are some of you who will have difficulty making payments. If you are unable to make the payments when they are due, you must contact the treasurer, Mrs. Benita Wortham (770-328-6717) to make arrangements. You will NOT be allowed to perform if payment is not complete or arrangements have not been made. 

· Remember, you can earn money towards your child’s fees by working in the concession stand.

· You can also earn money towards fees by participating in fund raisers such as the Community Birthday Calendar. ($5 a calendar-we will begin this fund raiser in July)

· Band dues are non-refundable as a great deal of time and money is spent planning for each member.
2011 Marching Braves 
Mini-Camps

March 14-18 (M-F)


 Color Guard Tryouts – HCMS Gym 

March 28-30 (M-W) 3:15-4:30 
Rookie Camp – HCMS
April 9 (Sat) 



Drum Major Clinic
April 11, 12, 13 (M,T,W)

Drum Major Practice and Tryouts
Summer Jam Sessions

Summer marching band practices for those who are in town. We start learning our music and cleaning flag work. Totally fun.
Bring your instrument, music, flag pole, and a great attitude. Let’s Jam!!

Marching Band Camp-HCHS
mandatory
you MUST MUST MUST MUST MUST clear any absences with Mrs. Heard
July 25-29
 12:00-9:00pm
Cookout and Party will follow Friday’s practice!!
Any missed sessions will require make up time.
Important Phone Numbers-

Mrs. Heard
770-328-7232
Mrs. Barnard
706-302-7266

HCHS 
706-675-3656
2011 Marching Band Schedule (So Far)

Friday, August 26
Away
Handley
Friday, September 2
Open 
Friday, September 9
Home
Bowdon
Friday, September 16
Home
Coosa 
Friday, September 23
Home
Jordan 

Friday, September 30
Home
Carver  (possible homecoming)
Friday, October 7
Away
Temple
Friday, October 15
Away 
Kendrick (Columbus)
Friday, October 21
Away
Callaway
Friday, October 28
Away
Spencer (Columbus)
Friday, November 4
Home
Manchester  (senior night)
Friday, November 11
Play off game (probably)
Friday, November 18
Play off game (probably)

TBA


Centralhatchee Christmas Parade
Saturday, Dec. 3 
Ephesus Christmas Parade (Required; report time in the morning)

***Competition dates have not yet been set –on Saturdays***
SAT testing dates: TBA
Marching Band Agreement
Read and sign in the appropriate spaces. 
Return the following things to Mrs. Heard or Mrs. Barnard by May 20.
· This sheet

· Medical form (on the website)

· Your first $50 towards dues-(non-refundable)
I, _____________________, parent/legal guardian of ____________________, agree to 

Please Print





     Child

allow my child to participate in the 2011 Marching Band. We have read and understand the policies of the Heard County High School Marching Braves Handbook.
Parent Signature _________________________

Date _______________
Student Signature________________________

Date_______________

Mailing Address:_________________________________________________________
Email addresses:   Student___________________________________________



Parent _______________________________________________



Parent________________________________________________

Phone numbers:      Student_____________________________________________



Parent___________________________________________________



Parent___________________________________________________

***We prefer that you pay your dues by mail or through paypal.
HCHS Band Boosters, PO Box 544, Franklin, GA 30217

To pay with credit card- see the website- you can access pay pal. www.marchingbraves.org. 

